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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see page 17, line 22 - page 19, line 2, filed June 26, 
2006, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-23 have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of a newly found prior art 
reference. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-15 and 17-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tullis (U.S. Patent 6,535,243) in view of Tabata (U.S. Patent 
6,198,542). 

Regarding claim 1, Tullis discloses an image processing method 
comprising the steps of: receiving at least one of photographed image data, 
temporary camera control information, additional information and indication 
information of a desired processing content from a camera (40) (col. 2, lines 46- 
48; col. 6, lines 26-33); and reasoning out or creating at least one information of 
information relating to photographing control, information relating to image 
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processing and information relating to a photographed image, in accordance with 
the at least one of the photographed image data, the temporary camera control 
information, the additional information and the indication information which have 
been received (col. 2, lines 58-65), wherein the at least one of temporary camera 
control information, additional information and indication information of a desired 
processing content from the camera (40) relates to the photographed image data 
obtained by photographing with the camera (40) (col. 2, lines 58-65; col. 6, lines 
26-33). However, Tullis fails to disclose an image processing method wherein 
the camera is connected with plural types of external apparatuses wherein an 
order of priority of preliminarily set among the plural types of the external 
apparatuses; and wherein image processing is performed to the priority of the 
plural types of external apparatuses. 

Referring to the Tabata reference, Tabata discloses a network control 
method and system that connects a computer with several image forming 
apparatuses (external apparatuses) via a network. Furthermore, Tabata 
discloses an image processing method comprising the step of preliminarily 
setting an order of priority among the plural types of external apparatuses, and 
wherein image processing is performed to the priority of the plural types of 
external apparatuses (Figs. 8-11; col. 9, lines 40-47; col. 9, line 66 - col. 10, line 
41). Although Tabata does not disclose a camera connected to the system a 
camera is considered to be an image forming apparatus and therefore would be 
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included amongst the possibilities of image forming apparatus that Tabata 
discloses. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have designed a system connected to one or 
more external apparatus with priorities preliminarily set as taught by Tabata with 
the camera in the Tullis reference in order to allow the camera to send image 
data to external apparatuses for different image data processing (printing, 
recording, and transmitting) in any desired order. 

Regarding claim 2, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including the information relating to 
the photographed image is information related to a subject or a photographing 
condition (Tullis: col. 6, lines 26-33; col. 3, lines 6-11). 

Regarding claim 3, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 , including the at least one 
information reasoned out or created is supplied to the camera (40) (Tullis: col. 2, 
line 65 col. 3, line 1). 

Regarding claim 4, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 , including that the step of receiving 
the at least one of the photographed image data, the temporary camera control 
information, the additional information and the indication information from the 
camera (40) and the step of supplying the at least one information to the camera 
(40) are performed by wired or radio communications (Tullis: col. 2, lines 40-43). 
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Regarding claim 5, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1, including that the information 
relating to the photographed image is principal subject information reasoned out 
or created in accordance with the photographed image data, wherein the 
information relating to the photographing control is at least one of camera control 
information set in accordance with the principal subject information and camera 
position information reasoned out or created in accordance with the 
photographed image data and photographing place information as the additional 
information, and wherein at least one of the principal subject information, the 
camera control information and the camera position information is supplied to the 
camera (40) (Tullis: col. 3, lines 6-1 1 and 26-30; col. 6, lines 26-33 - the zoom 
factor being adjusted would changed the camera (40) position according to the 
subject in the photograph). 

Regarding claim 6, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 , including that the additional 
information is at least one of information relating to deterioration of marginal 
lumination of the camera (40), information relating to poor focus of the camera 
(40), information relating to gradation control of density or color of an image, 
information relating to sharpness enhancement processing or smoothing 
processing of the image, information relating to geometrical adjustment of the 
image and information relating to designation of an applicable area of these 
image processing, and wherein the information relating to the image processing 
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is reasoned out or created in accordance with the additional information received 
from the camera (40) (Tullis: col. 2, line 58 - col. 2, line 1 1 ; col. 6, lines 26-33). 

Regarding claim 7, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1. Furthermore, Tullis discloses an 
image processing method wherein the additional information is at least one of 
information related to an image to be composited in an output image and 
information related to a character to be composited in the output image, wherein 
at least one of information related to a composite image and information related 
to a composite character is reasoned out or created in accordance with the 
additional information received from the camera (40), and wherein at least one of 
the information related to the composite image and the information related to the 
composite character which have been reasoned out or created is supplied to the 
camera (40) (Tullis: col. 3, lines 26-30; col. 7, lines 58-63). The time and/or date 
are included with the image data as it is sent to the host computer. Furthermore, 
it is well known in the art that the time and/or date is an image that is composited 
in the output image when the image is printed. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have combined the teaching of printing the time and/or date on the image to be 
sent to the host computer to be reasoned out and sent back to camera (40) to 
display the image with the time and/or date so the user would know when the 
image was taken. Furthermore, the host computer is able to search for other 
pictures taken around that time or date. 
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Regarding claim 8, Tullis discloses an image processing apparatus 
comprising: a receiving/supplying unit which receives at least one of 
photographed image data, temporary camera control information, additional 
information and indication information of a desired processing content from a 
camera (40) having an image sensor and capable of obtaining the photographed 
image data (col. 2, lines 46-48); and an information processing unit (10) which 
reasons out or creates at least one information of information relating to 
photographing control, information relating to image processing and information 
relating to a photographed image in accordance with the at least one of the 
photographed image data, the temporary camera control information, the 
additional information and the indication information (col. 2, lines 58-65), wherein 
the at least one of temporary camera control information, additional information 
and indication information of a desired processing content from the camera (40) 
relates to the photographed image data obtained by photographing with the 
camera (40) (col. 2, lines 58-65; col. 6, lines 26-33). However, Tullis fails to 
disclose an image processing method wherein the camera is connected with 
plural types of external apparatuses wherein an order of priority of preliminarily 
set among the plural types of the external apparatuses; and wherein image 
processing is performed to the priority of the plural types of external apparatuses. 

Referring to the Tabata reference, Tabata discloses a network control 
method and system that connects a computer with several image forming 
apparatuses (external apparatuses) via a network. Furthermore, Tabata 
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discloses an image processing method comprising the step of preliminarily 
setting an order of priority among the plural types of external apparatuses, and 
wherein image processing is performed to the priority of the plural types of 
external apparatuses (Figs. 8-11; col. 9, lines 40-47; col. 9, line 66 -col. 10, line 
41). Although Tabata does not disclose a camera connected to the system a 
camera is considered to be an image forming apparatus and therefore would be 
included amongst the possibilities of image forming apparatus that Tabata 
discloses. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have designed a system connected to one or 
more external apparatus with priorities preliminarily set as taught by Tabata with 
the camera in the Tullis reference in order to allow the camera to send image 
data to external apparatuses for different image data processing (printing, 
recording, and transmitting) in any desired order. 

Regarding claim 9, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 8, including that the information 
processing unit supplies the at least one information reasoned out or created to 
the camera (40) by the receiving/supplying unit in accordance with processing to 
be performed (Tullis: col. 2, line 65 col. 3, line 1). 

Regarding claim 10, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 8, including that the 
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receiving/supplying unit is an information communication unit (Tullis: col. 2, lines 
40-43). 

Regarding claim 11, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 8, including that the information 
relating to the photographed image is principal subject information reasoned out 
or created in accordance with the photographed image data, wherein the 
information relating to the photographing control is at least one of camera control 
information set in accordance with the principal subject information and camera 
position information reasoned out or created in accordance with the 
photographed image data and photographing place information as the additional 
information, and wherein the information processing unit supplies at least one of 
the principal subject information, the camera control information and the camera 
position information which have been reasoned out or created to the camera (40) 
by the receiving/supplying unit (Tullis: col. 3, lines 6-1 1 and 26-30; col. 6, lines 
26-33 - the zoom factor being adjusted would changed the camera (40) position 
according to the subject in the photograph). 

Regarding claim 12, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 8, including that the additional 
information is at least one of information relating to deterioration of marginal 
lumination of the camera (40), information relating to poor focus of the camera 
(40), information relating to gradation control of density or color of an image, 
information relating to sharpness enhancement processing or smoothing 
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processing of the image, information relating to geometrical adjustment of the 
image and information relating to designation of an applicable area of these 
image processing, and wherein the information relating to the image processing 
is reasoned out or creates the information in accordance with the additional 
information which has been received (Tullis: col. 2, line 58 - col. 2, line 11; col. 6, 
lines 26-33). 

Regarding claim 13, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1. Furthermore, Tullis discloses an 
image processing method wherein the additional information is at least one of 
information related to an image to be composited in an output image and 
information related to a character to be composited in the output image, wherein 
the information processing unit reasons out or creates at least one of information 
related to a composite image and information related to a composite character in 
accordance with the additional information which has been received and supplies 
at least one of the information related to the composite image and the information 
related to the composite character which have been reasoned out or created to 
the camera (40) (col. 3, lines 26-30; col. 7, lines 58-63). The time and/or date 
are included with the image data as it is sent to the host computer. Furthermore, 
it is well known in the art that the time and/or date is an image that is composited 
in the output image when the image is printed. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have combined the teaching of printing the time and/or date on the image to be 
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sent to the host computer to be reasoned out and sent back to camera (40) to 
display the image with the time and/or date so the user would know when the 
image was taken. Furthermore, the host computer is able to search for other 
pictures taken around that time or date. 

Regarding claim 14, Tullis discloses a camera (40) comprising: an image 
sensor (48) for obtaining photographed image data; an input unit for inputting at 
least one of additional information and indication information of a desired 
processing content (64) (Fig. 2); and an information sending/receiving unit (14 
and 72) for sending at least one of the photographed image data which has been 
obtained, temporary camera control information which has temporarily been set, 
the additional information which has been inputted and the indication information 
which has been inputted to an image processing apparatus, as well as, receives 
at least one information of information relating to photographing control, 
information relating to image processing and information relating to 
photographed image which have been reasoned out or created by the image 
processing apparatus in accordance with the at least one of the photographed 
image data, the temporary camera control information, the additional information 
and the indication information, from the image processing apparatus (col. 2, lines 
46-48 and 58-65; col. 6, lines 26-33), wherein the at least one of the temporary 
camera control information, the additional information and the indication 
information relates to the photographed image data obtained by photographing 
with the camera (40) (col. 2, lines 58-65; col. 6, lines 26-33). However, Tullis 



Application/Control Number: 09/760,647 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2621 

fails to disclose an image processing method wherein the camera is connected 
with plural types of external apparatuses wherein an order of priority of 
preliminarily set among the plural types of the external apparatuses; and wherein 
image processing is performed to the priority of the plural types of external 
apparatuses. 

Referring to the Tabata reference, Tabata discloses a network control 
method and system that connects a computer with several image forming 
apparatuses (external apparatuses) via a network. Furthermore, Tabata 
discloses an image processing method comprising the step of preliminarily 
setting an order of priority among the plural types of external apparatuses, and 
wherein image processing is performed to the priority of the plural types of 
external apparatuses (Figs. 8-11; col. 9, lines 40-47; col. 9, line 66 - col. 10, line 
41). Although Tabata does not disclose a camera connected to the system a 
camera is considered to be an image forming apparatus and therefore would be 
included amongst the possibilities of image forming apparatus that Tabata 
discloses. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have designed a system connected to one or 
more external apparatus with priorities preliminarily set as taught by Tabata with 
the camera in the Tullis reference in order to allow the camera to send image 
data to external apparatuses for different image data processing (printing, 
recording, and transmitting) in any desired order. 
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Regarding claim 15, Tullis discloses a photographing system comprising: 
a camera (40); and an image processing apparatus (10); wherein the camera 
(40) comprises: an image sensor (48) for obtaining photographed image data; an 
input unit (64) for inputting at least one of additional information and indication 
information of a desired processing content; and an information 
sending/receiving unit (72) for sending at least one of the photographed image 
data which has been obtained, temporary camera control information which has 
temporarily been set, the additional information which has been inputted and the 
indication information which has been inputted to the image processing 
apparatus, as well as, receives at least one information of information relating to 
photographing control, information relating to image processing and information 
relating to a photographed image which have been reasoned out or created by 
the image processing apparatus in accordance with the at least one of the 
photographed image data, the temporary camera control information, the 
additional information and the indication information, from the image processing 
apparatus; and wherein the image processing apparatus comprises: a 
receiving/supplying unit which receives the at least one of the photographed 
image data, the temporary camera control information, the additional information 
and the indication information from the camera (40) (Fig. 2; col. 2, lines 26-33 
and 58-65; col. 6, lines 26-33); and an information processing unit (10) which 
reasons out or creates the at least one information of the information relating to 
the photographing control, the information relating to the image processing and 
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the information relating to the photographed image in accordance with the at 
least one of the photographed image data, the temporary camera control 
information, the additional information and the indication information, wherein the 
at least one of the temporary camera control information, the additional 
information and the indication information relates to the photographed image 
data obtained by photographing with the camera (40) (Fig. 2; col. 2, lines 26-33 
and 58-65; col. 6, lines 26-33). However, Tullis fails to disclose an image 
processing method wherein the camera is connected with plural types of external 
apparatuses wherein an order of priority of preliminarily set among the plural 
types of the external apparatuses; and wherein image processing is performed to 
the priority of the plural types of external apparatuses. 

Referring to the Tabata reference, Tabata discloses a network control 
method and system that connects a computer with several image forming 
apparatuses (external apparatuses) via a network. Furthermore, Tabata 
discloses an image processing method comprising the step of preliminarily 
setting an order of priority among the plural types of external apparatuses, and 
wherein image processing is performed to the priority of the plural types of 
external apparatuses (Figs. 8-1 1 ; col. 9, lines 40-47; col. 9, line 66 - col. 1 0, line 
41). Although Tabata does not disclose a camera connected to the system a 
camera is considered to be an image forming apparatus and therefore would be 
included amongst the possibilities of image forming apparatus that Tabata 
discloses. 



Application/Control Number: 09/760,647 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2621 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have designed a system connected to one or 
more external apparatus with priorities preliminarily set as taught by Tabata with 
the camera in the Tullis reference in order to allow the camera to send image 
data to external apparatuses for different image data processing (printing, 
recording, and transmitting) in any desired order. 

Regarding claim 17, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 15, including that the information 
processing apparatus is a portable external apparatus which is directly 
connectable to the camera (40) or an installation-type apparatus which can 
communicate with the camera (40) (Tullis: Fig. 2, the computer may be directly 
connected to the camera using wires). 

Regarding claim 18, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
discussed with respect to claims 15 and 17, but fails to disclose that the image 
processing apparatus is installed in a lab shop. Official Notice is taken that it is 
well known to connect a camera to an image processing apparatus that is 
installed in a lab shop. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have connected the camera 
to an image processing apparatus installed in a lab shop in order to save the 
user time in allowing the user to only have to go to the lab shop to pick up the 
user's order instead of having to go to the lab shop to place the order as well as 
pick up the order. 
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Regarding claim 19, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the limitations as 
discussed with respect to claim 15 as well as disclosing the camera is connected 
with one or more types of portable external apparatus and one or more types of 
installation-type apparatus whereupon priorities to be applied for image 
processing is preliminarily set among the one or more types of the external 
apparatus and one or more types of the installation-type apparatus, and wherein 
the apparatus to be applied for image processing is changed in accordance with 
capability of executing a specified image processing circuit (Tabata: Figs. 8-11; 
col. 9, lines 40-47; col. 9, line 66 - col. 10, line 41 - see claim 15 for a further 
explanation of the camera being connected with one or more types of portable 
external apparatus and one or more types of installation-type apparatus). 

Regarding claim 20, Tullis discloses an image processing method 
comprising the steps of: receiving photographed image data and at least one of 
temporary camera control information, additional information and indication 
information of a desired processing content from a camera (40) (col. 2, lines 46- 
48; col. 6, lines 26-33); and reasoning out or creating at least one of information 
relating to photographing control, information relating to image processing and 
information relating to a photographed image, in accordance with the 
photographed image data and at least one of the temporary camera control 
information, the additional information and the indication information which have 
been received (col. 2, lines 58-65). However, Tullis fails to disclose an image 
processing method wherein the camera is connected with plural types of external 
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apparatuses wherein an order of priority of preliminarily set among the plural 
types of the external apparatuses; and wherein image processing is performed to 
the priority of the plural types of external apparatuses. 

Referring to the Tabata reference, Tabata discloses a network control 
method and system that connects a computer with several image forming 
apparatuses (external apparatuses) via a network. Furthermore, Tabata 
discloses an image processing method comprising the step of preliminarily 
setting an order of priority among the plural types of external apparatuses, and 
wherein image processing is performed to the priority of the plural types of 
external apparatuses (Figs. 8-11; col. 9, lines 40-47; col. 9, line 66 - col. 10, line 
41). Although Tabata does not disclose a camera connected to the system a 
camera is considered to be an image forming apparatus and therefore would be 
included amongst the possibilities of image forming apparatus that Tabata 
discloses. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have designed a system connected to one or 
more external apparatus with priorities preliminarily set as taught by Tabata with 
the camera in the Tullis reference in order to allow the camera to send image 
data to external apparatuses for different image data processing (printing, 
recording, and transmitting) in any desired order. 

Regarding claim 21, Tullis discloses an image processing apparatus 
comprising: a receiving/supplying unit which receives photographed image data 
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and at least one of temporary camera control information, additional information 
and indication information of a desired processing content from a camera (40) 
having an image sensor and capable of obtaining the photographed image data 
(col. 2, lines 46-48); and an information processing unit (10) which reasons out or 
creates at least one information of information relating to photographing control, 
information relating to image processing and information relating to a 
photographed image in accordance with the at least one of the photographed 
image data, the temporary camera control information, the additional information 
and the indication information (col. 2, lines 58-65). However, Tullis fails to 
disclose an image processing method wherein the camera is connected with 
plural types of external apparatuses wherein an order of priority of preliminarily 
set among the plural types of the external apparatuses; and wherein image 
processing is performed to the priority of the plural types of external apparatuses. 

Referring to the Tabata reference, Tabata discloses a network control 
method and system that connects a computer with several image forming 
apparatuses (external apparatuses) via a network. Furthermore, Tabata 
discloses an image processing method comprising the step of preliminarily 
setting an order of priority among the plural types of external apparatuses, and 
wherein image processing is performed to the priority of the plural types of 
external apparatuses (Figs. 8-11; col. 9, lines 40-47; col. 9, line 66 - col. 10, line 
41). Although Tabata does not disclose a camera connected to the system a 
camera is considered to be an image forming apparatus and therefore would be 
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included amongst the possibilities of image forming apparatus that Tabata 
discloses. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have designed a system connected to one or 
more external apparatus with priorities preliminarily set as taught by Tabata with 
the camera in the Tullis reference in order to allow the camera to send image 
data to external apparatuses for different image data processing (printing, 
recording, and transmitting) in any desired order. 

Regarding claim 22, Tullis discloses a camera (40) comprising: an image 
sensor (48) for obtaining photographed image data; an input unit for inputting at 
least one of additional information and indication information of a desired 
processing content (64) (Fig. 2); and an information sending/receiving unit (14 
and 72) for sending photographed image data which has been obtained and at 
least one of temporary camera control information which has temporarily been 
set, the additional information which has been inputted and the indication 
information which has been inputted to an image processing apparatus, as well 
as, receives at least one information of information relating to photographing 
control, information relating to image processing and information relating to 
photographed image which have been reasoned out or created by the image 
processing apparatus in accordance with the photographed image data and at 
least one of the temporary camera control information, the additional information 
and the indication information, from the image processing apparatus (col. 2, lines 
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46-48 and 58-65; col. 6, lines 26-33). However, Tullis fails to disclose an image 
processing method wherein the camera is connected with plural types of external 
apparatuses wherein an order of priority of preliminarily set among the plural 
types of the external apparatuses; and wherein image processing is performed to 
the priority of the plural types of external apparatuses. 

Referring to the Tabata reference, Tabata discloses a network control 
method and system that connects a computer with several image forming 
apparatuses (external apparatuses) via a network. Furthermore, Tabata 
discloses an image processing method comprising the step of preliminarily 
setting an order of priority among the plural types of external apparatuses, and 
wherein image processing is performed to the priority of the plural types of 
external apparatuses (Figs. 8-11; col. 9, lines 40-47; col. 9, line 66 - col. 10, line 
41). Although Tabata does not disclose a camera connected to the system a 
camera is considered to be an image forming apparatus and therefore would be 
included amongst the possibilities of image forming apparatus that Tabata 
discloses. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have designed a system connected to one or 
more external apparatus with priorities preliminarily set as taught by Tabata with 
the camera in the Tullis reference in order to allow the camera to send image 
data to external apparatuses for different image data processing (printing, 
recording, and transmitting) in any desired order. 
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Regarding claim 23, Tullis discloses a photographing system comprising: 
a camera (40); and an image processing apparatus (10); wherein the camera 
(40) comprises: an image sensor (48) for obtaining photographed image data; an 
input unit (64) for inputting at least one of additional information and indication 
information of a desired processing content; and an information 
sending/receiving unit (72) for sending the photographed image data which has 
been obtained and at least one of temporary camera control information which 
has temporarily been set, the additional information which has been inputted and 
the indication information which has been inputted to the image processing 
apparatus, as well as, receives at least one information of information relating to 
photographing control, information relating to image processing and information 
relating to a photographed image which have been reasoned out or created by 
the image processing apparatus in accordance with the at least one of the 
photographed image data, the temporary camera control information, the 
additional information and the indication information, from the image processing 
apparatus; and wherein the image processing apparatus comprises: a 
receiving/supplying unit which receives the at least one of the photographed 
image data, the temporary camera control information, the additional information 
and the indication information from the camera (40) (Fig. 2; col. 2, lines 26-33 
and 58-65; col. 6, lines 26-33); and an information processing unit (10) which 
reasons out or creates the at least one information of the information relating to 
the photographing control, the information relating to the image processing and 
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the information relating to the photographed image in accordance with the 
photographed image data and at least one of the temporary camera control 
information, the additional information and the indication information (Fig. 2; col. 
2, lines 26-33 and 58-65; col. 6, lines 26-33). However, Tullis fails to disclose an 
image processing method wherein the camera is connected with plural types of 
external apparatuses wherein an order of priority of preliminarily set among the 
plural types of the external apparatuses; and wherein image processing is 
performed to the priority of the plural types of external apparatuses. 

Referring to the Tabata reference, Tabata discloses a network control 
method and system that connects a computer with several image forming 
apparatuses (external apparatuses) via a network. Furthermore, Tabata 
discloses an image processing method comprising the step of preliminarily 
setting an order of priority among the plural types of external apparatuses, and 
wherein image processing is performed to the priority of the plural types of 
external apparatuses (Figs. 8-11; col. 9, lines 40-47; col. 9, line 66 - col. 10, line 
41). Although Tabata does not disclose a camera connected to the system a 
camera is considered to be an image forming apparatus and therefore would be 
included amongst the possibilities of image forming apparatus that Tabata 
discloses. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have designed a system connected to one or 
more external apparatus with priorities preliminarily set as taught by Tabata with 
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the camera in the Tullis reference in order to allow the camera to send image 
data to external apparatuses for different image data processing (printing, 
recording, and transmitting) in any desired order. 

Regarding claims 24-31, Tullis in view of Tabata discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claims 1, 8, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 
and 23 including that the at least one of the plural types of the external apparatus 
returns to the camera an image processing condition or processed photographed 
image data on which the image processing is performed according to the image 
processing condition with respect to the photographed image data received from 
the camera (Tullis: Fig. 4; col. 7, lines 18-39). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather R. Jones whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and 
every other F: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Heather R Jones 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 
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